
AN EXTRA SPECIAL MENTION.. 
With so many helpers at our Hakuri Mataurangi we inadvertently missed some thank you’s.  So 
a huge THANK YOU to the McLeod family, especially Murray who took two days off work to 
help out with the hangi!....to Fran Heath for overseeing so much of the day’s fantastic 
organisation…..and to Kiwi Landscape Supplies who donated topsoil.  Your support was hugely 
appreciated!  
IMPORTANT AFTER SCHOOL CARE NOTICE 
As the After School Care students have been participating in heaps of outdoor sports (and will 
shortly start swimming as well), it is IIMPERATIVE that they each be supplied with their own 
named sunblock – preferably an easy to apply spray bottle.  They also require a spare hat 
from home to wear at After School Care or they will unfortunately have to sit under the shade 
cloth instead of joining in the sports events.  Thank you.  
YEAR 7/8 SCHOOL CAPS 
School caps (baseball style) are available from the school office for $12, for use 
by Year 7/8 senior students only.  These are not a compulsory item, however 
the Year 7/8 students now have a choice of wearing the standard bucket hat 
or the new school cap. 
TERM DATES 2009 
Please note the following term dates for 2009: 
Term 1 – 2 February to 9th April, Term 2 – 27th April to 3rd July, Term 3 – 20th July to 25th 
September, Term 4 -12th October to 15th December. 
OUR AWESOME KIDS  Congratulations to the following students who have excelled in their 
chosen activities: 
Isabella & Carlos Marinovich – One of 15 Runners Up in the Nickelodeon ‘Let’s Just Play’ 
competition.  They won a fantastic huge Nickelodeon Package – WOW! 
John Tulloch – Player of the Day – Softball 
James Webb – Player of the Day – Softball 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING / CRAFT NIGHT 
Friday 28th November 6-9pm at Kumeu Village Kindergarten – 5 Shamrock Drive, Kumeu.  Lots of great 
stalls!  Bring your friends and do your Christmas shopping!  We look forward to seeing you! 
DONATIONS REQUIRED 
Donations of quality clothing and toys are requested for a widowed mum with two small daughters aged 3 
and 1.  If you are able to help please contact Briar Dunn on 4128770. 
RIVERHEAD HALL MARKET 
Sunday 7th December from 9.00 to 1.00pm.  Come along and buy those last minute Christmas presents 
and raffles for great prizes.  Stall spaces are still available.  Phone Jan 4129818.  WE ALSO NEED SOME 
BUSKERS ON THE MARKET DAY TO ADD TO THE FESTIVE CHRISTMAS ATMOSPHERE!  Our 
usual violin playing children have moved away, so if you play an instrument, and would like to make a 
little spare change please contact Jan about what is required. 
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WELCOME – HAERE MAI 
A warm Riverhead School welcome to Marissa, Nicholas, Kaineao and their families.  Our 
school roll stands at 292. 
With only 14 days left at school, and still plenty to keep us busy, please make sure you 
check the ‘Key Dates’ to ensure you do not miss out on any important events pertaining to 
your child.  PLEASE ALSO RETURN ANY PERMISSION SLIPS AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE – this is 
so vital when we are trying to organising any out of school events.  
SCHOOL POOL UPDATE 
The major repairs to the filtration system are nearing completion.  
This means that (providing all goes according to plan) students will 
be swimming from next week.  They will be told in their classes 
when they should bring their togs. 
Keys will be on sale from 8.15am on Wednesday 3rd December – 
they can be used from Saturday 6th December.  They will cost $150 
each with a key bond refund of $20 when the key is returned in 
April.  This works out to little over $1 per day to have a key and 
please bear in mind that the money raised by sales to the school 
community does not even begin to cover the costs of keeping the pool open during this time.  
Many schools now opt to shut their pools over the holiday period due to vandalism problems 
and the cost of maintaining the pool (chemicals and staff).  Despite chronic vandalism 
problems last year the Board of Trustees wish to keep this community facility open, however 
there will be very strict rules this season and failure to adhere to these will result in loss of 
rights to hold a key.  Please note the following important information: 

• Keys will only be available to families with children who currently attend Riverhead 
School, staff members, and members of the Board. 

• Numbers will be limited to 60 keys.  The numbers are limited purely to ensure the 
filtration system can work effectively and the chemical levels remain relatively 
constant.     

• Sorry the office is not able to create a ‘waiting list’, it will be first in first served once 
they go on sale.   

• The pool will be closed for repairs and maintenance between 24th December and 3rd 
January.   

• The pool will be open for use by public keyholders during the following times only: 
4.30pm to 8.00pm each school weekday 
9.00am to 8.00 each weekend and school holidays  

• We will require key purchasers to form a cleaners roster, if you are interested in 
helping out in this capacity the duties are very light, and full information is 
available from the school office. 
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Ron Irwin of the Harcourts Kumeu office is a resident of Riverhead, 
actively involved in supporting the community and well qualified to 
assist with any Real Estate Requirements. 
For professional and dependable advice call: 

Ron Irwin: 
Mob 0272408599 
Bus 4127666 A/H 4127040 
Email:  ron.irwin@harcourts.co.nz 



WHATS COMING UP?... 
KIDS CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL – FRIDAY 5TH DECEMBER 5.30 TO 7.30PM 
Come along and join us for a relaxed, fun and festive community evening that our kids 

have been involved in organising and running.  There will be:  Jewellery making, 
crockery smashing, entertainment, Christmas present wrapping, chocolate 
strawberries & toffee apples, hair braiding, Christmas cookie decorating, children’s 
art, school band and choir…and heaps heaps more! Thank you to all those 
awesome kids and their parents who have come up with some really cool ideas for 

stalls and activities for the Christmas Carnival!  Any enquiries should be directed to Deb 
MacCauley 4122912. 

GUESS WHAT WE NEED? 
If you have any old crockery at all (not glass though), suitable for smashing, or any type of 
citrus fruit, can you please drop it into the school office or into Room 1 before 5th December.  
Thanks!! 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING IN RIVERHEAD – STOP PRESS – STOP PRESS!! 
Local family the Wyatts’ have booked the Riverhead Citizen’s Hall to showcase their amazing 
range of awesome furniture and giftware from their company ‘Plantation Furniture’ and 
Plantation Cane’.  They will have sunlounges, indoor/outdoor furniture, bags, baskets, 
hampers, Christmas ribbon, winebags, log baskets … and heaps more great stuff for you to 
buy!  Where Riverhead School is nominated, they are very generously donating 10% of the 
sale to the school!  Yah – that means we get a Christmas present as well!  So grab your cash, 
cheque or visa card (sorry no eftpos), and race down to the Riverhead Citizens Hall on Friday 
28th between 1 – 4pm, Saturday 29th between 10 – 4pm and Sunday 30th between 10 – 1pm – 
there will be loads of stuff big and small – something for everybody!   

UPCOMING TRIPS 
A reward day trip for all of our Walking School Bus students and our 
Road Patrol monitors will take place on Tuesday 2nd December at 
Waiwera Hot Pools.  All permission slips should have been returned 
as we had to submit the numbers to the NZ Police (who are organising 
the event) on Tuesday last week.  The slips were sent home on the 7th 
of November, so we are sorry if you have not returned permission by 
now your child will not be able to attend. 

All senior school Monitors will be going to the Phillips Aquatic Centre wavepools this 
year on 11th December!  Notices have been sent home regarding the camp refund – which 
is quite substantial thanks to the work of Fran Heath in securing a grant; and you are able to 
pay for the monitors excursion out of the refund money if you so desire.  If you have missed 
out on a Year 5/6 or Year 7/8 camp refund notice, please enquire at the school office.  We 
have received lots of refund request notices back and will be working through them writing 
cheques over the next few days. 
The Year 8’s have had a lot of input into their end of year event, and have come up with 
quite a day on December 8th!  They will start at the Auckland Luge in Silverdale where 
they will ride the luge (obviously), play mini-golf and check out the V8 
Supercar simulators.  From there they will go to Parakai Hot Pools and have 
some fun in the sun splashing down waterslides.  At 4.00 they will have some 
group games and social time with their Teacher back at school.  At 6.00 
families will be able to join the group for a BBQ, graduation and 
speeches.  The camp refund for Year 8’s can also be offset against the cost 
of this day, please return your camp refund request slip with clear 
instructions in order for us to action this.    
 
 
 

2008 PRIZEGIVING TROPHY SPONSORSHIP 
We have had a fantastic response to our request for local families or 
businesses to sponsor permanent trophies for the 2008 and future 

prizegivings.  All trophies have now been sponsored!  If you were one of those 
families who have offered you should have received an acknowledgement letter 
and instructions on how to decide on your trophy.  Thanks so much!  

2008 SCHOOL PICNIC 
The School Picnic will not be held at Long Bay this year for the following reasons: 
• The school has grown to the point where we would require at least 5 (if not 6) buses to 

transport everybody.  The feedback from many parents is that times are tight out there and 
they feel they have paid for enough excursions and events this year already (not to mention 
the few that are still to come). 

• Changes to EOTC legislation mean that the requirements to organise this whole school trip 
to the beach would entail a massive amount of co-ordination and several forms for each 
child attending.  The return rate for such forms at the best of times is not fantastic, and 
logistically it makes Long Bay an unwise choice. 

• Despite requests for older siblings to stay away, each year this is disregarded and we are 
left fielding complaints from other parents either about their behaviour or the fact that they 
did not bring their older children. 

So… 
This year we are holding a School Community Picnic in the school grounds! 
Families (including pre-schoolers and older siblings where their parent is 
in attendance), are invited to come along and enjoy a family fun day 
where children can participate in a huge range of fun games including 
sack races, egg and spoon races, water slides, bouncy castle, hurdles relays, 
water balloon games, bubble making and heaps more – and lunch will be a shared community 
picnic.  A full detailed notice will be sent home much closer to the day.   
KEY DATES – TERM 4 
Please note the following key dates pertaining to your child on your calendars.   
2nd December – Walking School Bus & Road Patrol Waiwera Day 
5th December – Christmas Carnival 
8th December – Year 8 Big Day Out 
10th December – BOT Meeting 
11th December – Phillips Aquatic Centre trip for School Monitors 
11th December - PTA Christmas Shopping without the Kids Night  
12th December – Kumeu Christmas Parade – Riverhead School Float 
15th  December – School Prizegiving 
16th  December – School Picnic 
17th  December – Last Day of Term 4 
KUMEU CHRISTMAS PARADE FLOAT 
Thank you to those wonderful parents and kids who have 
come forward and volunteered their assistance.  A notice 
with further details will be sent home in the near future 
advising you what is involved and what your child will need to do 
etc.  Thanks to the Harkin family for providing us with a ‘sleigh’, and to the 
Nordmeyers for being our ‘back-up’. 
SITUATION VACANT – CLEANER REQUIRED 
The position has become available for a cleaner to work at the school for 3 hours each day 
from 2.00 to 5.00pm (total 15 hours per week including holiday cleaning for varying hours).  
The role will now commence in 2009.  Please apply in writing to the school office and include 
references.  
 



 
 


